
Building your Personal Brand & Communicating Career Readiness

ARE YOU CAREER READY?





What’s YOUR
Brand?



A Brand is a Collection of Perceptions
in the Mind of a Consumer



Brands are born of Experience and 
reflect on Reputation



What’s your piece of the PIE?





1. Think about a job, internship, or campus organization. Which 
part of PIE (Performance, Image, or Exposure) do you think is 
most important for career success—and why? 

2. What is one thing you could do this semester to improve your 
Performance, Image, or Exposure with employers?

Nominate a Speaker to Share Out!

Breakout Room #1
Your PIE @ Work



What the heck is personal branding?

MARKET 
DIFFERENTIATION

STRATEGIC 
COMMUNICATION

CAREER READINESS



Market Differentiation



Are all 
BRANDS 
Equal?











So, what’s 
in a Brand?
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How are YOU setting yourself apart from the 
competition?



Think about your personal brand.
• What are your top three strengths? 
• What skills do others recognize and value in you? 
• What do you want employers to remember about you?

Nominate a Speaker to Share Out!

Breakout Room #2
Your SUPER SKILLS @ Work





What is the #1 
Way College 
Students 
Communicate their 
BRAND?





Fun Fact!



Let’s think 
about 
donuts…

and social media!





What’s your Favorite Donut?



What you do on other social media…
                                                   is your professional mindset.

Here’s a cool photo I’m “listening” donuts     Watch me eat donuts                  I like donuts               
of my donut

  



What about LinkedIn and 
YOUR Professional 
Mindset?





Why is it important to 
understand 
Social Media?



Define Your 
Professional 
Online Brand 

What makes a good brand – 

Your Skills

Identify your brand – 
Communicate 
Effectively 

Show you’re the right choice – 
Sell Your Value



Think about your personal brand …

- What is one improvement you can make to your online 
presence? 

- What is one professional post you could share this week to 
build your personal brand?

Nominate a Speaker to Share Out!

Breakout Room #3
Updating your Social Media



Strategic Communication





85% of jobs and 
50% of internships 
are secured through 
personal 
connections. 









Breakout Room #3
Your Job Fair
Elevator Pitch

Scenario:
You are attending a career fair and speaking with a recruiter. You have 30–60 seconds to introduce yourself, highlight your banking 
internship, and leave a positive impression.

Hello! My name is ________________________, and I'm a ________________________ major at ________________________.
This summer, I interned with ________________________ Bank, where I 
______________________________________________________________.

 During my internship, I developed skills in ________________________, ________________________, and 
________________________.

One accomplishment I'm especially proud of is ______________________________________________________________.
 
I'm interested in opportunities in ______________________________________________________________, and I'd love to learn 
more about your organization and any internship or full-time opportunities you have available.

Thank you for your time! I'd love to stay connected.



Career Readiness



Employers say that …



Employers vs. Students
Disconnect between how Students and Employers view Workforce Readiness







National Association of Colleges & Employers

Career Competencies



Examples of 
Transferable 

Skills in 
Action



Breakout Room #4
Career Readiness in Action

In your Breakout Room, develop some examples of how you built 
some of these Career Readiness Competencies in your Summer 
Internship Role.
Breakout Rm 1: Critical Thinking and Communication
Breakout Rm 2:Teamwork and Information Technology
Breakout Rm 3:Leadership and Professionalism
Breakout Rm 4 :Career Management and Global/Intercultural Fluency

Share your Resume Bullet Point Examples in the Chat Box!

Utilized Microsoft Excel, banking software, and 
digital reporting tools to analyze customer and 
financial data, ensuring accuracy and supporting 
informed decision-making







P.I.E.
Theory of Success





Questions?

THANK YOU!
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